been free from the interference of his bigoted, intoler-
ant, unwise father.

POLAND REACHES ITS GREATEST          [1618]

EXTENT

The latter years of Zygmunt Ill's .reign were the
years of Poland's widest geographic extension. As the
Poland of today has less than half of its former
territories it is worth while to pause a moment here at
the year 1618 and see just how large Poland was, and
then to note when the loss of territory began.

Moving east from the line between Germany and
Poland, then much as it is now, we observe that
Poland included all of East Prussia, its vassal state,
and along the Baltic the present-day states of Lithua-
nia, Latvia, and the southern part of Estonia. The
eastern boundary toward Muscovy was, in the north,
a line just west of Pskov; it then bent far to the east
to include land beyond Smolensk, the valley of the
Dnieper and its tributaries, as far as the west bank of
of the Doniec. South of the Dnieper, after it bends
at the cataracts, the land was Tartar. The Ukraine
was Polish down to the Black Sea. No other European
state covered so vast a territory.

The disintegration of Poland began in 1634 when
Muscovy obtained small areas. In 1657 E.ast Prussia
broke off as an independent state. In 1660 Poland
lost Livonia, that is Latvia and southern Estonia, to
Sweden. In 1667 Smolensk, Czernikov, Kiev, and
the lands east of the Dnieper passed to Muscovy. To
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